
Link building is the most important (and challenging) SEO skill. Actually, it’s a culmination of 
several different skills: you need to master content creation, sales, programming, psychology, 
and good old-fashioned marketing if you want other people to consistently link to your site.

Link Building:  
The Definitive Guide

IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR MORE SEARCH ENGINE TRAFFIC (AND WHO ISN’T?) 
THEN LINK BUILDING IS A MUST.



Building Links Today:  
How the Game Has Evolved

But when you land those cream of the crop links, the 
rewards are huge: high-converting search engine traffic 
flocks to your website. Which means more leads, sales, 
and revenue for your business.

The Ultimate List of the
Web’s Best Link Building Resources

FROM CONTENT MARKETING TO GOOGLE PENGUIN, THIS GUIDE HAS YOU COVERED

CHAPTERS

WHY? Because search engines now value quality over quantity.
And getting quality links from relevant, authority sites isn’t easy.

There was a brief time in SEO history where you could 
build thousands of spam links and watch your site climb 
to the top of the first page. Those days are long gone.

Make no mistake: Black hat SEO techniques can still 
work. But they’re not nearly as effective as they used to 
be. And the results are extremely short lived.

SEOs that do well today dedicate serious resources 
(time, money, and skilled labor) towards their link 
building campaigns.time and money.

Link Building Fundamentals

Black Hat Techniques Google Penguin Updates Best Link Building Resources

Creative Link Building  Incredible Case Studies Awesome Link Building Tutorials

Content Marketing Email Outreach Guest Posting



CHAPTER 1

Link Building Fundamentals

If you’re new to SEO – or looking to brush up on the basics – these 
resources will help you get your campaigns off on the right foot.  
You’ll learn how to build a campaign from the ground up and the 
“winning mindset” for SEO success.

•  What is Link Building? Strategies & Examples

•  A Model For Link Building: Beyond “Great Content”

•  How to Consistently Build 40+ Contextual Links Every Month

•  Where Link Building is Heading in 2013

http://searchenginewatch.com/article/2233829/Where-Link-Building-is-Heading-in-2013
http://kaiserthesage.com/contextual-link-building/
http://www.rosshudgens.com/link-building-model/
http://www.seomoz.org/beginners-guide-to-seo/growing-popularity-and-links


CHAPTER 2

How to Get Top Notch Links
Using Content Marketing

Content marketing won’t replace link building anytime soon. But 
content is incredibly important if you want to build the types of links 
that make a difference. You’ll learn how to produce content that 
naturally generates links, social shares, and referral traffic.

•  The Advanced Guide to Content Marketing

•  9 Tangible Linkable Asset Ideas and How to Build Links to Them

•  Do Real Company Stuff – Mozcon 2012 Version

•  SEO Guide to Creating Viral Linkbait and Infographics

•  Content-based Outreach for Link Building

http://outspokenmedia.com/seo/content-based-outreach-for-link-building/
http://www.distilled.net/linkbait-guide/
http://www.slideshare.net/wilreynolds/do-real-company-stuff-mozcon-2012-version
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/9-tangible-linkable-asset-ideas-and-how-to-build-links-to-them
http://www.quicksprout.com/the-advanced-guide-to-content-marketing/


CHAPTER 3

How to Execute Effective
Email Outreach Campaigns

Email outreach is an old school strategy that still works amazingly well. 
However, you can’t simply blast scripted emails to hundreds of people 
and expect to get results. Here are some incredible resources that will 
help you write high-converting emails.

•  �How to Write the Perfect Outreach Email:  
The 9-Step Script for Emailing Busy People

•  The Link Builder’s Guide to Email Outreach

•  How to: Get Links on Resource Pages

•  The 7 Principles of Bulk Outreach for Link Building

•  Outreach Letters for Link Building [Real Examples]

http://www.seomoz.org/blog/outreach-letters-for-link-building-real-examples-14902
http://searchenginewatch.com/article/2116454/The-7-Principles-of-Bulk-Outreach-for-Link-Building
http://www.buzzstream.com/blog/resource-page-links.html
http://www.quicksprout.com/2012/12/07/the-link-builders-guide-to-email-outreach/
http://www.sparringmind.com/perfect-email/


CHAPTER 4

Build Links (and Drive Traffic)
with Guest Posting

Reports of guest posting’s demise has been greatly exaggerated: this 
tried-and-true strategy still works. But you need to make sure you’re 
posting on quality sites in your niche. Here are some fantastic resources 
to make the often time-consuming process easier and more effective.

•  The Definitive Guide to Guest Blogging

•  How to Get Your Guest Post Published

•  30 Ways You Can Earn More Guest Posts & Squeeze More Value Out of Them

•  �Putting Guest Post Outreach Theories to the Test  
[With Some Real World Data]

http://www.seomoz.org/blog/putting-guest-post-outreach-theories-to-the-test-with-some-real-world-data
http://skyrocketseo.co.uk/30-ways-you-can-earn-more-guest-posts-squeeze-more-value-out-of-them/
http://www.quicksprout.com/2013/04/01/how-to-get-your-guest-post-published/
http://backlinko.com/the-definitive-guide-to-guest-blogging


CHAPTER 5

Grey and Black Hat Techniques

Want to dabble in the dark side of SEO? Here are some of the best black 
hat SEO guides and tutorials ever published.

•  How To Buy Blog Reviews for Effective Link Building

•  Whiteboard Friday – We Bought Links and It Worked!!

•  The Four Keys To Post-Penguin Directory Submission Happiness

•  Advanced Tiered Link Building Tutorial

•  Paid Links That Work and Why Google Can’t Stop Them

http://www.cucumbernebula.com/blog/paid-links-that-work-and-why-google-cant-stop-them/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyFsK8bu7g8
http://searchengineland.com/the-four-keys-to-post-penguin-directory-submission-happiness-123147
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/whiteboard-friday-we-bought-links-and-it-worked
http://www.searchenginejournal.com/how-to-buy-blog-reviews-for-seo-link-building/5860/


CHAPTER 6

How to Avoid (and Recover From)
Google Penguin Updates

The Google Penguin updates have made many people in SEO re-think 
their approach. Here you will learn how to build links properly so that 
you don’t fall victim to this merciless algorithm update.

•  �Penguin Analysis: SEO Isn’t Dead, But You Need to Act Smarter 
(And 5 Easy Ways to Do So!)

•  Link Building Experts talk about Google Penguin

•  Recover From Google’s Penguin Algorithm

•  Google Penguin Recovery Case Study

http://www.linkbuildr.com/google-penguin-recovery-case-study/
http://www.distilled.net/blog/seo/penguin-strategies/
http://cognitiveseo.com/blog/876/link-building-experts-google-penguin/
http://www.micrositemasters.com/blog/penguin-analysis-seo-isnt-dead-but-you-need-to-act-smarter-and-5-easy-ways-to-do-so/


CHAPTER 7

The Best Link Building Resources... 
Ever

Here’s the most epic link building content on the web.

•  Link Building Strategies – The Complete List

•  Better Than Link Building: Authority Building with HARO

•  The Broken Link Building Bible

•  10 Types of Links that Really Matter and How to Get them

•  17 Untapped Backlink Sources

http://backlinko.com/17-untapped-backlink-sources
http://kaiserthesage.com/types-of-links/
http://www.seomoz.org/blog/the-broken-link-building-bible
http://www.smallbusinesssem.com/better-than-link-building-authority-building-haro/5963/
http://pointblankseo.com/link-building-strategies


CHAPTER 8

Creative Link Building Strategies

Following the masses is a recipe for SEO disaster. If you’re the first 
person to think of a new strategy — or a twist on an existing strategy 
– you’ll get a huge leg up on your competition. This chapter is a 
collection of the most powerful outside-the-box strategies.

•  How to Get High Quality Backlinks (Without Guest Posting)

•  The Most Creative Link Building Post Ever

•  33 Links & How To Get Them

•  Ultimate Guide to Link Building with Images

•  Bullet Proof Link Building Strategies For 2013 – The Experts Weigh In (Part 1)

•  See 9 Respected SEOs Brainstorm 27 Creative Link Building Ideas

•  Hustle – One of my favourite ever posts recreated!

http://danray.me/hustle-one-favourite-ever-posts-recreated/
http://seo-website-designer.com/Link-Building-Brainstorm
http://vysibility.com/link-building-2013/
http://kaiserthesage.com/images-link-building/
http://justinbriggs.org/33-links-and-how-to-get-them
http://pointblankseo.com/creative-link-building
http://backlinko.com/high-quality-backlinks


CHAPTER 9

Incredible Case Studies

Nothing beats a case study to show you what’s working. Here are some 
amazing case studies from “in the trenches” SEOs doing the hard work 
of building links to their sites. You’ll learn how other people in the 
industry leveraged PR, infographics, and broken link building to drive 
serious links to their sites.

•  White Hat SEO Case Study: 348% More Organic Traffic in 7 Days

•  Public Relations For SEO: The Complete Guide

•  SEO Strategy Case Study: #1 Ranking With Guestographics

•  How We Got a Link from CNN and Drove Loads of Traffic with Infographics

•  Offline is the New Online Link Building Strategy [Case Study]

•  How We Got a Link from The New York Times

•  How to Build Links to Your Blog – A Case Study

•  Broken Link Building – A Case Study

http://seoroi.com/case-studies/broken-link-building-a-case-study/
http://www.seomoz.org/ugc/how-to-build-links-to-your-blog-a-case-study
http://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2010/02/18/link-bait-case-study
http://www.seomoz.org/ugc/offline-is-the-new-online-link-building-strategy-case-study
http://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2010/08/25/infographic-case-study
http://backlinko.com/seo-strategy
http://searchengineland.com/public-relations-for-seo-the-complete-guide-part-1-154130
http://backlinko.com/white-hat-seo


BONUS CHAPTER

Awesome Link Building Tutorials

Nothing beats a flull-free link building tutorial that shows you EXACTLY 
what to do. The only problem? Finding a step-by-step SEO tutorial is 
REALLY hard. Fortunately, I’ve scoured the web and curated my all-time 
favorite SEO tutorials for you here.

•  Broken Link Building Guide: From Noob to Novice

•  �Link Building Case Study: How I Increased My Search  
Traffic by 110% in 14 Days

•  How to use Scrapebox for Link Building not Spamming

•  The Ultimate Guide to Guest Blogging

•  �Steal Your SEO Competition’s #1 Google Rank –  
A Guide to Reverse Engineering

http://www.trafficgenerationcafe.com/reverse-engineering-guide/
http://blog.kissmetrics.com/guide-to-guest-blogging/
http://tripleseo.com/scrapebox-techniques/
http://backlinko.com/skyscraper-technique
http://moz.com/blog/broken-link-building-guide-from-noob-to-novice



